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ARTICLES OP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MEM- 
BERS OF THE FRANKFORT COMPANY, 1686. 

[Among the papers relating to the settlement of Germantown, in the 
possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, are a number of 
translations in English from the originals, in the handwriting of Francis 
Daniel Pastorius. The first of these, which we have selected to print, 
is endorsed : " A Translation of the Frankfort Companies Contract of 
Society." The original agreement, with its seals, is in the collection of 
Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker.— Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

In the Name and to the Glory of God ! 
We underwritten witness & Confess hereby, "Whereas 
we altogether have Jointly purchased Five & twenty thou- 
sand Acres of unseparated land English measure in the 
American Province of Pensilvania, Bach of us having 
effectually paid his Share, as appears by the accounts 
thereof, viz*. 

Jacob van de Wallen .... 2500 \ 

Caspar Merian, Now Jacob van de Wallen 833J I 5000 

and Daniel Behagel 1666f J 

L' Johan Jacob Schutz .... 4000 

Johan William Uberfeld, Now Francis J- 5000 

Daniel Pastorius 1000 

Jacob van de Wallen 1666f 

George Strauss, Now Johana Eleonora von 

Merlau, wife of Johan W m Peters . . 1666f 

Daniel Behagel 1666f 

D. Gerhard von Mastricht .... 1666f \ 

D. Thomas von Wilich .... 1666J t 5000 

and Johanes le Brun 1666| J 

Balthasar Jawert 3333J ) , ft0 „ 

Johanes Kemler 16661 i 



5000 



That we concerning this Estate for Ourselves, Our respec- 
tive "Wives, Children & heirs in the Name of God have 
Entred into and Agreed upon a Comunion or Society in 
manner & form following, 

1. The above said lands wherever they are or hereafter 
shall be Assign'd Jointly and asunder, as also the Lots in the 



206 Agreement between Members of Frankfort Company, 1686. | 

City, which over & above the aforementioned belong unto 
us, to wit four or six places in the City of Philadelphia, for 
to build new houses upon, and a matter of 300 acres in the 
Cities Liberty Situate before & about Philadelphia, and 
the land which of late hath been bought upon the Skulkill 
for a Brick-kiln, together with all & every Edifices & other 
Improvements, which now are and hereafter shall be made 
in any place & quarter of all Pensilvania, as also Victuals, 
Commodities, Cattle, household stuff &c. which we have 
sent thither, or were bought or otherwise acquired there ; 
and the present & future Real Rights & Priviledges shall now 
& hereafter be and remain Comon in Equal Right, according 
to Every Ones above specified Share, which he hath in the 
said Company. 

2. All & every Expenses for the Cultivating, Improve- 
ment & Buildings ; Item for transporting of Servants, Ten- 
ants & other Persons, as also Comodities, Victuals, tools, &c. 
and there in the sd Province for Tradesmen & labourers, &c. 
and universally all Charges of what Name soever, which 
hitherto have been spent in America and Europe, or here- 
after at the next mentioned manner may be spent, shall be 
at Comon Costs after the rate of Every Ones Share. 

3. Per Contra all Profits, Revenues and whatsoever there 
is got, built, planted, till'd & brought forth, either in prod- 
ucts of the Ground, Slaves, Cattle, manufactures, &c. noth- 
ing at all Excepted, shall be Comon among all the Partners 
pro rato of the number of Acres. 

4. Concerning the Affairs of this Company, the five 
head-stems (: every 5000 to be accounted for a head-stem, or 
as hereafter it may be otherwise Agreed upon, shall Consult 
among themselves, and by the plurality of Votes (: each 
thousand Acres having ten Votes,) conclude with all Con- 
venient Speed. 

5. There in the sd Province there shall be always an 
Attorney for the Company, and in Case of his decease, 
Absence & unableness a Substitute be appointed unto him 
with a Salary in writing Executed by both Parties. Both 
these shall yearly under both their hands & the Companies 
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Seal make an Orderly Inventory of all the Companies 
Effects there, specifying the Cultivated and uncultivated 
acres, meadows, waters, woods, houses, the bounds thereof, 
as also the Servants, Tenants, Cattel, fruits, Victuals, Com- 
odities, Debts Active & passive, ready money, &e. and send 
the same over with their Accounts of Costs & Profits, Re- 
ceipt & Disburseme', Decrease & Increase in all particulars 
by one & an other following Vessel with a second Original, 
and likewise in maner aforesd Comunicate the State of 
things to him, unto whom at that time the Correspondency 
of the Company shall be Committed. 

6. Here in these parts there shall be always Ordained by 
the plurality of Votes in "Writing two Clerks of the Com- 
pany either of the Companions or Strangers who shall 
attend the Companies Accounts & Correspondency in 
America, Open the letters which belong to them, and Com- 
unicate the Contents thereof by way of Extract, or if need 
be, a Copy to the 5 head-stems, (: by and from whom further 
all and every Partners are to receive, do & perform theirs :) 
write down with short words, yet clearly & diligently in a 
Diary of the Pennsilvanian Affairs out of the letters coming 
from thence, or the occurrencies happening here; make 
peculiar memorandums of what is to be done & Observed, 
Adjust every year ultimo Decembris the Accounts, together 
with the Revision of Inventories and the Annotation of 
Increase & Decrease by Day and Date, as far as may be 
had by letters or otherwise, and being approved of by the 
five head-stems or their Attornies Record them in a Book, 
and keep them under two locks in good Order according to 
their Table or Index, together with the Companies Docu- 
ments and Original Writings ascribing day & date, as also 
the Copies of the letters which they send away, in a certain 
Place as the Company pleaseth, and now for the present 
time at Francfort upon the Mayn, where this work did first 
begin, and whereunto as yet the greatest part doth belong, 
and in all without the special Consent of the five head-stems 
not undertake nor dispatch any thing of Importance. 
Further they shall enjoy for all their labour some moderate 
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Recompence from the Company. Moreover each head-stem 
may for himself & the Partners thereunto belonging extract 
out of such letters what he pleaseth; but the Originals 
shall be kept in the Archive. 

7. Hereafter the Company shall sign their letters & Con- 
tracts with a peculiar Seal to be kept along with the aforesd 
Original Documents ; and shall send another Seal somewhat 
different in bigness & Circum Scription to their Factors in 
Pennsilvania, there to make the like use thereof : Without 
such Seals no Letters or Contracts shall be sent in the 
Companies name thither or hither, nor be esteemed firm 
& good. 

8. In case any of us or of Our heirs should go to Pensil- 
vauia, or send an Attorney for himself aforehand to pre- 
pare him a Settlement, and would give him, Or take along 
with himself, several proper things for his use, he or they 
may do the same at their Own Costs and Kiske ; Afterwards 
after the rate of his Share for every thousand Acres chuse 
for himself Sixty in One Tract of Uncleared land, So as we 
receive the same of the Govern r , and therefore he shall pay 
Yearly a Recognition as Rent to the Company for every 
ten Acres One English Shilling ; and if this land be not 
'enough, but too narrow for him, there shall be further 
allowed unto him, proportionably to his Share, 60. acres as 
aforesaid in consideration of each thousand for the Moiety 
of the Price for w oh the Company useth to Let it at that 
time upon Rent unto Strangers ; And in case he should still 
desire more land, if the Company can spare it, at the Price 
& on such Conditions as to a Stranger. Now upon these 
lands which one or the other settleth for himself alone in 
maner aforesd, he may act at his pleasure, and use & 
enjoy all sort of goods imoveable & moveable which we 
have in Comon there before other Strangers : Nevertheless 
that all this be unprejudicial to the Comon best of the Com- 
pany. And those Companions which dwell in Pennsilvania 
shall pay the usual Rent, Wages, Payment or Yalue of all 
what they use of the Comon things for themselves to the 
Companies Factor there, whereof they are at the following 
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Repartition to receive back their Share. But if the whole 
Company do generally find good to let go over any of their 
Companions for their comon Service and at their comon 
Costs, there shall in that Case be made a particular Agree- 
ment. But in every Case & in all parts whatsoever the 
Companions there & their heirs shall be Obliged no less 
than those in Europe to stand to this Contract and to the 
further Orders of the most Votes. 

9. If the Clerks or else one or more by the Companies 
approbation as aforesd should disburse money, such Debtors 
shall be Obliged to repay the thus disbursed principal Sum 
at the utmost within the space of One year with the yearly 
Interest of five per Cent, and therefore their Share shall 
hereby in the best form of law be Engaged as a Special 
Pledge. 

10. If any of us or Ours soon or late shall dye without 
wife & heirs begotten in matrimony of his body, not having 
expressly & particularly declared by Testament or other 
credible Disposition in Writing, or by word of mouth, what 
he would have done with his Share of these Comon Goods 
after his Decease, his Share shall Accrue and be herewith 
Assign'd to the whole Company, proportionably to Each's 
respective Share, and shall not be otherwise accounted than 
as if he had reserved to himself Only the use of such goods 
for the term of his life, and presently in the beginning 
Incorporated the true Property to the Company. And all 
Deceases of the Companions, and who are their heirs in 
this work shall by the Clerks then being in credible form 
either under the Attestation of all the nearest Relations of 
the deceased, or of other credible persons be advised with 
all speed, Or until the Certainty thereof the Name of the 
Deceased be continued in Accounts & Books. And his 
Contingent w oh falls to him be kept in the Companies Cassa 
along with the Original Documents. 

11. It's not lawful for any that is a Partner in this Com- 
pany to alien his land or Right thereof all or in part to any 
without the Company, unless he have the Companies Con- 
sent, or at least made the first Offer to the same ; But if one 

Vol. xv. — 14 
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or other of us, our Wives, Children, or whoever shall be 
hereafter a Partner of the Company, should be willing soon 
or late to Alienate his Share or Portion, and none of the 
Company to Acquire or buy the same, then & not otherwise 
the Seller shall have liberty to sell it to any other ; yet with 
this Proviso, that always the Company, Or if they will not 
have it, any of the Company within three months after the 
Alienation is made known, shall have liberty to take to 
themselves that what is sold, paying down the Considera- 
tion money, and for their profit to deduct or give less than 
such new Purchaser bought the Part aliened for Ten per 
Cent of the Consideration Money, the Price whereof both 
Seller & Buyer shall be oblig'd to declare upon their Con- 
science. 

12. In Case, which we do not expect, be it soon or late 
there should happen any Misunderstanding or Cause of 
Contention between us, Our heirs & Successors Concerning 
these Goods & what thereon doth depend, the same shall be 
determined among the members of the Company, Or if both 
Parties do not account them wholly Impartial, by Other 
two honest Persons unanimously Chosen by the differing 
Parties, And these two Chosen Persons shall have Power 
to take unto them the third, if they think it necessary, in 
form & manner hereafter described, viz', the chosen Arbi- 
trators on an appointed day & place in the presence of the 
differing Parties or their Attornies after the Invocation of 
divine Assistance & ripe Consideration of the matter shall 
determine the business by their Award according to their 
best knowledge & Sentiment in case they cannot bring the 
Parties to a Composition ; But if these three can not agree 
or find out the most Votes, they shall send for advice to one 
or two of the head-partners, and then Conceive & pronounce 
their Award; To the Contrary whereof afterwards in no 
manner or ways any thing shall be done, acted or admitted 
by Right or Force of no Judge or Man in the whole world, 
in Europe or America; And if any should presume to 
oppose himself hereunto, eo ipso (: or by so doing :) he shall 
forfeit his whole Share, and besides pay a Fine of 200 rix- 
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dollars to the publick Almonery (or to the poor) ipso facto 
without any Exception or further Declaration. 

All faithfully & without Covin. In true witness this 
present Contract, to which all Partners after a ripe Consid- 
eration did unanimously Consent, is twelve times under all 
& every Ones own hand & Seal set forth, and an Exemplar 
thereof delivered to Each, and one laid up with the comon 
Documents. Given at Francfort upon Mayn the 12 th No- 
vember Anno 1686. 

[seal] Gerhard von Mastrick. 

[seal] Francis Daniel Pastorius. 

[seal] Thomas von Wtlich. 

[seal] Johan Le Brun. 

[seal] Johan Jacob Schutz. 

[seal] Daniel Behagel. 

[seal] Jacobus van den Wallen. 

[seal] Johan "Wilhelm Petersen. 

[seal] Johannes Kemler. 

[seal] Balthasar Jawert. 



